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wretchedly made ; for if I was a bad carpenter,
I was a worse tailor. However, they were
such as I made a very good shift with, and
when I was abroad, if it happened to rain, the
hair of the waistcoat and cap being outermost,
I was kept very dry.

I spent also a great deal of pains and time
to make me an umbrella. As I was obliged
to be much abroad it was a most useful thing
to me, as well for the rains as the heats. I
took a world of pains at it, and was a great
while before I could make anything likely to
hold ; nay, after I thought I had hit the way, I
spoiled two or three before I made one to my
mind. But at last I made one that answered
indifferently well; the main difficulty I found
was to make it to let down. I could make it
spread, but if it did not let down too, and
draw in, it would not be portable for me
any way but just over my head, which would
not do. However, at last, as I said, I made
one to answer. I covered it with skins, the
hair upwards, so that it cast off the rain like a
pent-house, and kept off the sun so effectu-
ally that I could walk out in the hottest of the
weather with greater advantage than I could
before in the coolest, and when I had no need